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Y O U R  W A Y    

humanism
is  a progressive phi losophy of
l i fe that,  without theism and
other supernatural  bel iefs,
aff irms our abi l i ty and
responsibi l i ty to lead ethical
l ives of personal fulf i l lment
that aspire to the greater
good of humanity.  The
Humanist Society prepares
Humanist Celebrants to lead
ceremonial  observances
across the nation and
worldwide,  providing mil l ions
a meaningful  alternative to
tradit ional  rel igious
weddings,  memorial  services,
and other l i fe cycle events.  
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for a personal, authentic and 
fitting start to married life. 

The decision to marry is an important 
milestone, one that should be marked 

in a way that is absolutely right for 
you. For many of us, the ritual and 

words of a religious ceremony do not 
fit with our outlook on life and a civil 

or register office ceremony feels 
impersonal and unsatisfying.  

And while every humanist wedding is 
warm, dignified and sincere, since no 
two ceremonies are the same, yours 

will also be utterly unique. 

humanist weddings
are chosen by a whole range of people 

– straight and gay, with or without 
children and of all ages – who want to 
celebrate their marriage in a way that 
feels most appropriate to them. Our 
weddings are inclusive and designed 

to be meaningful and poignant to 
everyone present, whatever their 

beliefs. Fun or romantic, traditional or 
deeply personal, you can set whatever 

tone you like. 

is the marriage legal
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humanist weddings 

what a humanist 
ceremony involves

The ceremony might be short or long, 
follow quite a traditional structure or 
include more original ideas. Whatever 

you choose to include, the focus of 
the ceremony will be the two of you. 

You might want to have music (live or 
recorded), poetry or readings or some 
group singing. And you have complete 
freedom to write your own promises 
to each other. These truly personal 

words are made all the more 
significant when delivered in public. 

 
Some couples also like to include a 

special symbolic action to mark their 
marriage such as handfasting or sand- 

blending; I will be happy to discuss 
options with you. 

In the United States, Humanist 
Celebrants have all the legal power 
granted to them that is granted to 

clergypersons in their respective states. 
 

"Being able to design our ceremony so 
that it included our children and could 
talk about our relationship as a whole, 

not just the start of a marriage, was 
very important to us."

"Our wedding ceremony was so 
truly wonderful and personal. It 
told all of our friends and family 

exactly who we both are, and what 
we mean to each other." 

"We never imagined just how much 
writing our own promises, and keeping 
them a surprise from each other would

have such a beautiful impact."

"Love is Special 
Make Yours Unique"


